
Are you new? 

Been regularly coming?

                           Catch up with Prash or Jill to share your story and
hear about St Stephen’s church life. 
                                               If you are a regular member of our church,
we encourage you to attend our next Belonging Course which runs
on November 22 from 12-3pm. Belonging is the gateway to our GaP
Groups, serving and deeper connection with the community. 
Or if you’d like to learn more sooner, you may also like to arrange a
coffee with Prash or Jill. Simply reach out – they’d love to chat.

Next Steps

Connect Card

Week 1

Most St Stephen's 
collection is received

electronically.
BSB: 062 272

Account Number:
00490436

If you are a visitor please
don't feel obliged to

contribute financially.

Welcome to St Stephen’s! It’s great to have you
with us as we begin our new series in Ephesians:
God’s Church.

We often think of being “blessed” in terms of
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the things that are going well — family, health, work,
friendships or opportunities. But Ephesians begins
somewhere much deeper. Paul says that, in Christ, God has
already blessed his people “with every spiritual blessing.”
Before we have done anything for God, he has chosen,
adopted, forgiven and redeemed us through Jesus. That
changes how we see ourselves — and how we see the church.
The church isn’t primarily a collection of people who have got
life together. It is a people gathered by God’s extraordinary
grace.

As we begin Ephesians, our hope is that we’ll see afresh just
how much God has given us in Christ — and become a church
increasingly shaped by wonder, gratitude and praise.
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9:30AM

SERVICE
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A Prayer of Confession
Heavenly Father,
we praise you for adopting us as your children
and making us heirs of eternal life.
In your mercy you have washed us from our sins
and made us clean in your sight.
Yet we still fail to love you as we should
and serve you as we ought.
Forgive us our sins and renew us by your grace,
that we may continue to grow as members of Christ,
in whom alone is our salvation. Amen.

Words of Assurance
In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in
accordance with the riches of God’s grace

Ephesians 1:7

The Lord's Prayer

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 
Amen.

This is the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples to pray (Matthew 6:5-14). 

Closing Prayer
Heavenly Father, you have blessed us in your Son
and sealed us with your Holy Spirit: give us thankful hearts,
that we may rest in your redeeming love and live to the praise of your glory;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prayers for the Service
Prayer is a privilege we have because of Christ’s death and resurrection. Through
him, we can confidently approach God for forgiveness (Hebrews 10:22). If you trust in
Christ, please pray with us. If you are still exploring who Jesus is, feel free to listen in.
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Sermon Notes
The Blessed Church | Ephesians 1:1-14
Preacher: Prashanth Colombage

The Blessings

The Response

The Help
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Read the passage from Sunday

Going Deeper During The Week

What was something you enjoyed, learned, or were challenged by from Sunday’s
sermon? 
£ Going deep in God’s Word

Opening Reflection

1.What stands out to you in this passage? (ie. Are there any repeated words,
surprising details, commands, promises, or questions that feel significant?)

2.Try to break down the passage into different sections.

3.What would be missing if we didn’t have this passage in the Bible? What does it
reveal about who God is and who we are?

4.What aspect of the gospel is shown and magnified by this passage? How does
this passage make you delight in and worship your Lord Jesus?
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In light of this passage, reflect and pray using the ACTS framework as your guide. 
1.Adoration – what is something from this passage that makes you praise God?

2.Confession – has the Spirit convicted you of a particular sin that you need to
confess to God and ask for His forgiveness?

3.Thanksgiving – what are all the things you can give thanks to God for that this
passage has shown to you?

4.Supplication (eg. Asking) - what is something you can ask God to help you in or
give you?

Q Praying big prayers shaped by the gospel

After reading each passage, use ACTS framework to help you listen carefully to God's
Word and respond to Him in prayer:

Monday – Ephesians 1:1-10
Tuesday – Ephesians 1:11-14
Wednesday – Ephesians 1:15-23
Thursday – Ephesians 2:1-10
Friday – Ephesians 2:11-22

Read the Bible with us!

1.Adoration: What does this passage show you about
God? Praise him for it.

2.Confession: Where does it challenge your thoughts
or actions? Bring that honestly to God.

3.Thanksgiving: What comfort, promise or gift can
you thank God for that He has shown you in this
passage?

4.Supplication: What help do you need to live out
what you’ve read today? Ask God for it

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=%20Ephesians%201%3A1-10&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%201%3A11-14&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%201%3A15-23&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%202%3A1-10&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%202%3A11-22&version=NIV
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Prayer Week: Come Pray With Us
Come pray with us please! With the appointment of Tim Young we need prayer! We
are taking a big step and need the Lord’s blessing and leadership. We hope every
member will come pray with us this week.

Carols is back on again this year. It will be held on Saturday 5 December. Please put
the date in your diary and start praying for people to invite. We hope over 500
people will join us. We have made significant changes to the day to reduce serving
workload and free people up to invite. We have also chosen new items to bring a
fresh flavour to the Carols. 

Carols - Save the Date (5 December)
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A New Step in 2027
Recently we announced
the appointment of Rev.
Tim Young to a new role:
Membership & Youth
Ministry. Tim will start in
January 2027. The new
role will cost our church an
additional $140k per year.

We estimate less than 5%
of the surrounding 65k
people go attend church
on a Sunday. We pray God
might grow our Youth
Ministry and Sunday
Congregations over the
coming 4 years. Please
commit Tim and his family,
our ministry and God’s
work in our area to prayer. 

Ministry Fair
A growing church needs gospel minded, courageous leaders. Ministry to the lost, the
young, the seeking must be done by the whole of Christ’s church. Come with a heart
ready to serve and see what God leads you to do in 2027.



For more on what's happening this winter at St Stephen's, visit
st-stephens.com.au/spring

12 - 16 October Week of Prayer

12 October Come and See

13 October Crafternoon

15 October Encounter

16-17 October Youth Sleepover

8 st-stephens.com.au  |  9415 1727  |  office@st-stephens.com.au

Our Staff - Contact Us!

Prashanth Colombage
Senior Minister & Sunday Services
M: 0432 314 466
E: prash@st-stephens.com.au 

Pippie Krebs
Kids & Youth Ministry & Training
E: pippie@st-stephens.com.au

Emlyn Hoyt
Ministry Trainee
E: emlyn.hoyt@st-stephens.com.au

Gordon Luk
Outreach & Spiritual Maturity

E: gordon@st-stephens.com.au

Jill Chilton
Membership Minister 

E: jill@st-stephens.com.au

What's Coming Up
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