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TODAY’S
9:45AM
SERVICE:
• Welcome
• Songs
• Prayer for
ANZAC Day
• Bible Reading:
John 15:9-17
(Bible - p.1082)

• Sermon
• Song
• Prayer
• Song
• Conclusion
If you are a visitor to
our online service
please don’t feel
obliged to contribute
financially.
Most St Stephen’s
collection is received
electronically.
BSB: 062 272
Account Number:
00490436

Sunday 24 April 2022
Our 9:45am service is live streamed to our YouTube and
Facebook Channels. If you don’t wish to feature on our stream,
please occupy the pews towards the back.

Welcome to St Stephen’s. We
appreciate your presence with
us. This Sunday, we remember
the sacrifice of those who served
in wars past. We would like to
hear how you found the service,
so do take a moment to provide
your feedback via the QR Code.
War is never a good thing. It shows the shadowy
truth of our world. Evil abounds. Evil is perpetrated
by humans. Suffering is a product of a world broken
by evil. Yet amid evil the sacrificial love of one for
another is powerful. It can free prisoners. It can bring
hope to those who despair, and it can display love at
its deepest level.
When the world experienced World Wars 1 and 2 we
thought we had seen enough war. Yet wars and
rumours of wars continue. Jesus said we should
expect as much. However, Jesus also said he was
coming back. He promised that his victory of sin and
death on the cross and in His resurrection was only
the first glimpse of true and lasting peace between
God and humans and between each human. Today
we remember the sacrifice of past generations but,
most of all take comfort in the
sacrifice and victory of Christ.

Prayers for the Service
These prayers are used during the service. Prayer is a privilege we are given
because Christ died for us. His death & resurrection means we can confidently
approach God seeking forgiveness (Hebrews 10:22). If you believe that Christ
died to deal with your failings then you should be confident to pray with us. If
you are still exploring who Christ is then feel free to listen in.

We pray that the offering of their lives may not have been in vain.
Today we dedicate ourselves to the cause of justice, freedom, and
peace; and we pray for the wisdom and strength to build a better
world.
Heavenly father, God of righteousness and peace, we give you
thanks for those of this nation who have served our country in times
of conflict. We also ask you to comfort and strengthen all who now
suffer in sickness, injury or handicap as a result of their military
service, and for those who have lost loved ones, especially children
deprived of the care of a parent. We thanks you for the great acts of
courage and sacrifice, known and unknown, made by those fighting
for freedom and justice. We thank you that they were willing to scorn
the way of personal safety in order to work for the establishment of
peace, and we ask you to bring about the final conquest of evil and
suffering, through our Lord Jesus Christ, who himself suffered death
that others may live. Amen.
Eternal God, we pray for all who currently serve us in the defence
forces of this land. Give them courage and comfort in all dangers;
and help us, we pray, to see for all races and peoples the freedom to
serve you and each other in quietness and justice. God bless
Australia. Guard our people, guide our leaders, and give us peace;
for Jesus Christ’s sake. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
This is the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples to pray (Matthew 6:5-14).

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
Your kingdom come,Your will be done
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen
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Sermon Notes

He who laid down his life for friends | Passage: John 15:9-17 (p.1082)
A fitting Bible passage for Anzac Day
1. Jesus’s command: love each other (v. 12, 17)

Love like Jesus loved (v. 12, 13)

Jesus our friend (v. 14, 15)

2. Loving each other and remaining in Jesus’s love (v. 9-11)

Jesus, the true vine (John 15:1-8)

Loving others and the joy of Christ (v. 11)

A past event we’d be foolish to forget
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Gospel and Prayer (GaP) Group Questions

1. A lot of people in our world talk about having a purpose in life
(having a meaningful life). Have you ever gotten into a
conversation with a non-Christian about this? How did it go and
how did your Christian faith help you think and talk about this?
What challenges did you face?

Read John 15:9-17
Getting your head around the passage:
Use as many questions as you need to ensure you understand the
passage’s contents.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

What are the most repeated words in this passage? (Find the
Top 3)
What are the different ways in which Jesus describes his love
for his disciples? (v. 9, 12, 13, 15, 16)
What are the different ways in which Jesus describes what it’ll
look like for his disciples to love him? (v. 9, 10, 11, 15)
Read John 15:1-8, what parallels can you draw from verses 9-17
with verses 1-8?
How do verses 9-17 help explain Jesus’s metaphor of the vine in
verses 1-8?

2. What’s the relationship between (1) remaining in Jesus’s love, (2)
keeping Jesus’s commands, and (3) loving one another?
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3. What do you find difficult about loving others? What do you find
easy about loving others?

4. The purpose of life as a Christian is to love others. Discuss.
Would you change this sentence? What would you add or
takeaway?

5. What are some practical ways we can love each other in our GAP
group and at St Stephen’s?

Prayer
1.

2.
3.

Spend some time thanking God for those who came along to our
Easter services and the Easter Walkthrough and pray that they
would continue to come and hear the gospel and that many
would want to explore further with Hope Explored.
Pray that we would be a church that loves others sacrificially and
actively.
Pray for someone in your life that you find difficult to love.

Read the Bible with us!
1.

Monday - John 12:37-50
Tuesday - John 13:1-17
Wednesday - John 13:18-30
Thursday - John 13:31-38
Friday - John 14:1-14

What is happening in the
surrounding verses?
2. What questions do you have
(take them to your midweek
group)
3. What do we learn about Jesus?
4. If this is true, how should you respond?

5

Notices
Enjoyed Easter? What can you do next?

We hope you enjoyed the experience of Easter @ St Stephen’s. We
also hope that you were able to think about the death and
resurrection of Jesus and how this offers us
real hope. We’d love to help you explore why
this hope is real and what it means for your
life.

Photos from Easter Walkthrough

The Hope Explored course is an opportunity to explore with others
the hope and life Jesus offers. It is a space to ask your questions,
share your point of view and connect with others—all while being in
an open and friendly environment. We create a space where people
can engage in different topics around the Christian faith through
connection, content, and conversation. Hope Explored is free. Starts
on Wednesday 4 May and runs for 4 weeks. Each night begins at
7pm in the church hall and is finished by 9pm, with food provided.
Registrations are open. Book your seat now!

GaP Groups
Gospel and Prayer (GaP) Groups meet throughout the week. They
are small groups of Christians who want to regularly encourage each
other with the hope of the gospel (good news of Jesus), develop rich
prayer lives, care for each other and seek to see more people join.
Would you like more information on a GaP Group? If so, contact
Prash and he will send you further details. We are looking to form 2
more groups over the coming months.
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Financial Update

Thank you to those who generously
supported the ministry and life of our
church. Every aspect of our church life and
outreach is paid for by the generosity of
God’s people in our church. If you would
like more information on how you can
financially support the ministry here visit
our ‘Give’ page on the website or chat with Prash or the wardens
(Michelle Chase, Rob Cooper or Allan Saxby).

St. Stephen’s Kids @ KYCK 2022

From the 8th to the 10th of April, a group of
8 youth from H.P.S went to the youth
conference - KYCK. We had an amazing
weekend away learning about the true Joy
found in following Jesus. One Youth
reflected that over the weekend she
realised that she had been slowly drifting
from Jesus but was encouraged to keep
putting him first in all of life. Another youth
became a Christian! He said even though he had heard about grace it
was on KYCK that he finally realised there was nothing he could do
to earn his salvation and decided to trust in Jesus! We praise God for
all he did!

Importance of Half Past Six Youth
What is the difference between H.P.S and Sunday Kids and Youth?
You might think not that much. They are both times where young
people learn about God. In both programs we read the bible, pray
and have fun, but there is actually a big difference! Sunday Kid's and
Youth focus is on 'growing the young in their devotion to God's
word'. It's all about maturing disciples. Where H.P.S is focused on
'bringing friends to faith'. H.P.S is an easy place for young people to
invite their friends to. There is a greater emphasis on playing games,
eating food and having fun so that new people can feel like they
belong and build trust. We don't assume people know much about
the Bible. Each week we clearly preach the gospel in an easy and
accessible way for young people to understand. Will you help us with
that mission?
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What’s Coming Up
Saturday 30th

Prayer Morning 8:30-8:55am - Zoom Link
Meeting ID: 878 2345 9321 | Passcode: 836532
— May —

Monday 2nd

Weekly Prayer Meeting

Tuesday 3rd

Playtime Starts for Term 2 - 9:30am to 11:30am

Wednesday 4th

Hope Explored Course begins - Register

Friday 6th

Half Past Six starts for Term 2

Sunday 29th

Newish Morning Tea

Our Sta

- Contact Us!
Prashanth Colombage
Senior Minister
M: 0432 314 466
E: prash@st-stephens.com.au
Gordon Luk
Outreach and Sunday Services
E: gordon@st-stephens.com.au
Pippie Krebs
Kids & Youth Minister
E: pippie@st-stephens.com.au
Jill Chilton
Membership Minister
E: jill@st-stephens.com.au
Kushak Sharma
Admin & Communications Director
E: kushak@st-stephens.com.au

st-stephens.com.au | 9415 1727 | office@st-stephens.com.au

ff
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