Wk 2
TODAY’S
9:45AM
SERVICE:
• Welcome
• Song
• Confession
• Prayer
• Spotlight
• Bible Reading:
Exodus 33:7-11
• Sermon
• Song
• Conclusion
If you are a visitor to
our online service
please don’t feel
obliged to contribute
financially.
Most St Stephen’s
collection is received
electronically.
BSB: 062 272
Account Number:
00490436

Sunday 12 December 2021
Our 9:45 is live streamed to our YouTube and
Facebook Channels. If you don’t wish to feature on our
stream, please occupy the pews towards at the back.
Welcome to St Stephen’s! We’re glad to have you
with us today. We would love to hear how you found
your time with us. Could you take a moment and fill in
the Connect Card – access it by using the QR Code.
Christmas should be a season of gathering, a season
of rest, a season of celebration, a season of
generosity. Each of these is
intuitive to most Australians. We
understand – whatever
background we are from – that
these are things most people
want over this period.
Yet the truth is many are lonely,
many must work extra hours,
many are grieving due to loss, and many are feeling
the economic pressures that come with gifts. It’s not
always the season we want. Christmas in the
Christian faith is a season of gathering – we set aside
time to meet with God’s people despite our
busyness. It’s a season of rest – we know God has
done everything we need to be right with him. It’s a
season of celebration – Christ really did come. It’s a
season of generosity – God has given us his one and
only Son.

Prayers for the Service
These prayers are used during the service. Prayer is a privilege we are given
because Christ died for us. His death & resurrection means we can confidently
approach God seeking forgiveness (Hebrews 10:22). If you believe that Christ
died to deal with your failings then you should be confident to pray with us. If
you are still exploring who Christ is then feel free to listen in.

“For I take no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the
Sovereign LORD. Repent and live!”
Ezekiel 18:32
Almighty and most merciful Father,
we have erred and strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own
hearts.
We have offended against your holy laws.
We have left undone what we ought to have done,
and we have done what we ought not to have done,
and there is no health in us.
Yet, good Lord, have mercy on us:
restore those who are penitent,
according to your promises declared to us in Jesus Christ our Lord.
And grant, merciful Father, for his sake,
That we may live a godly, righteous, and obedient life,
to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
This is the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples to pray (Matthew 6:5-14).

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
Your kingdom come,
Your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen
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Sermon Notes

Tabernacle to Temple | Exodus 33:7-11
1. Moses builds a Tabernacle – the House of God
1. Reflecting God’s heavenly dwelling (Ex 25;8-9)

2. A meeting place of God and his people (Ex 35:21)

3. Mediated by the High Priest (Ex 29:43-45)

2. Solomon builds a Temple - The House of God
1. Reflecting God’s heavenly dwelling

2. A meeting place of God and his people

3. Mediated by the High Priest

3. Jesus builds a Temple – the temple of his body
1. Jesus – God dwelling among his people (John 1:14)

2. Jesus as High Priest enters the heavenly temple (Heb
9:23-24)

3. The body of Christ – the temple of God’s Spirit (1 Cor 3:16)

4. Every believer a temple of God (John 14:2; 1 Cor 6:19)

4. How shall we then live?
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Notices
Anglican Aid - Instika Outreach Program.

The Intsika Community Outreach Programme is helping
underprivileged children on the outskirts of Port Elizabeth through a
partnership with the Reformed Evangelical Anglican Church of
South Africa. The centre is in the suburb of Greenbushes where they
educate and mentor children from 4 years to the end of Primary
School.
Most of the local community live in extreme poverty. There is a high
rate of disease, like HIV and Tuberculosis, as well as alcohol
problems, unemployment and family breakdown. Intsika was
established in 2016 to prepare young children for school and support
them through their primary education.
They focus their efforts on early childhood development and school
readiness for 4-5 years olds. There is also a Friday night Kids Club
which reaches 120 children from ages 3 – 13 with a fun and
interactive Christian message, a meal and lots of encouragement and
support. There is also a free homework club during the week to help
the children keep up with their studies.
This year giving during our Christmas Services will go toward
Anglican Aid’s support of Instika. Perhaps you can set the goal of
matching the amount you spend on household gifts with a gift to
Instika? Visit our page to Give. Ref: Instika

Carols on the Grass

Yesterday (Saturday) we held Carols on the
Grass. At the time of publishing this booklet we
were praying for good weather and great
connections while planning for wet weather.
How did it go? What were you encouraged by?
Did someone you bring enjoy the afternoon? The
question is ‘what next?’ We are praying and
hoping many who came yesterday will come back for our Christmas
services. If you brought someone along – would you bring them to a
Christmas service too? We have 4 different types of services so that
few barriers remain to coming to church at Christmas.
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Ed Happer nishing up.

Edward Happer our student minister will be finishing up at the end
of the year. Over the last year, he has been a great servant, helping
out with HPS and the Sunday services. We are extremely grateful for
all the great work he has done at St. Stephen's and pray for a fruitful
future in ministry. Ed plans to serve in full-time ministry either as an
Anglican Minister or serve as a Chaplain within the Australian Army.
Please continue to remember him in your prayers. Pray that he grows
and remains steadfast in the word. Pray that God uses him to bring
people to faith. There is also an opportunity to partner with him
financially. Your support would go a long way in raising tuition fees
for his studies at Moore College next year. You can give through his
support page.

H.P.S is going to KYCK next year!

KYCK is a conference in Katoomba organised
by KCC for high schoolers. It is an opportunity
to go away together as a community and
explore the difference Jesus makes. We will
spend time listening to great bible talks,
worshiping, and building friendships. There
will be bush walks, games, and hearing Bible
talks with 2000 other youth from all over
Australia. Next year we will be looking at the book of Philippians and
the JOY following Jesus brings.
When: 8-10th April 2022
Who: Yr 7-12 in 2002
Where: Katoomba
Cost: $160
The cost covers transport, accommodation, conference ticket and
most meals. We will also stop at Macdonald's on Friday night for
dinner. This meal will be self-funded. We will be leaving St Stephen's
Church at 4:00pm on Friday, 8th April, and will return back to
Church in the afternoon on Sunday the 10th. There are limited tickets
available, and the tickets will be sold on a first-in, best-dressed basis.
You can visit our Kids and Youth Page for more information
or Register your teen.
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What’s Coming Up
Monday 12th

Online Prayer Meeting 8:30-8:55am - Zoom Link
Meeting ID: 878 2345 9321 | Passcode: 836532

Tuesday 19th

Sunday Kids and Youth Christmas Party
Email pippie@st-stephens.com.au for details

Christmas

Christmas Eve: 4pm & 11pm
Christmas Day: 7:45am & 9:45am

Sunday 26th & 2nd

Combined Service at 9:45am
— January —

Wednesday 19th Sunday 22nd

Our Sta

Lit Camp - Details coming soon.

- Contact us!
Prashanth Colombage
Senior Minister
M: 0432 314 466
E: prash@st-stephens.com.au
Gordon Luk
Outreach and Sunday Services
Starts 23 Jan 2022
Pippie Krebs
Kids & Youth Minister
E: children@st-stephens.com.au
Jill Chilton
Membership Minister
E: jillianchilton@gmail.com
Kushak Sharma
Admin & Communications Director
E: kushak@st-stephens.com.au

st-stephens.com.au | 9415 1727 | office@st-stephens.com.au
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